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CReaTE, Open Access and the REF
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Open Access
“…unrestricted, online access to 
the published findings of 
research.” (CCCU Open Access guide)
Free at the point of use
Why Open Access?
“Most people do 
not have access to 
most research”
Stuart Lawson, Birkbeck
HEFCE policy
“…to be eligible for submission to the next REF, 
authors’ final peer-reviewed manuscripts must 
have been deposited in an institutional or 
subject repository. Deposited material should 
be discoverable, and free to read and download, 
for anyone with an internet connection.”
Why a repository?
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• HEFCE (2015) Policy for Open Access in the post-2014 
Research Excellence Framework: Updated July 2015. 
Available at: 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/year/2014/201407/
(Accessed 12th May 2016)
• Manchester Metropolitan University (2015) A Definition 
of Author-Final Copy. Available at: 
http://libguides.mmu.ac.uk/openaccess/definitions/auth
or-final-copy (Accessed 12th May 2016)
• CCCU RED (2016) Open Access. Available at: 
https://cccu.canterbury.ac.uk/research-and-enterprise-
development-centre/open-access/open-access.aspx
(Acccessed 8th December 2016)
